
 

 

Goat farming for livelihood 
development  

Fifty-six farmers took a one week training, 
December 9 -14, about goat farming. 
Sponsored by Kerala Veterinary and Animal 
Science University, the program focus was on 
developing a goat business.  A banker told how 
farmers could borrow money to start their 
business. Farmers were set up in groups of three 
to form Joint Liability Groups. Lessons included 
learning the types of goats, goat nutrition, goat 
veterinary practice, how to maximize milk 
production, general management of goats and how 
to start a successful goat raising businesses.  
 

From your 
friends at 

Mitraniketan 
Mitraniketan wishes peace 
for our whole 
community.  2013 is in its 
way out from us and all of 
us are waiting for the New 
Year 2014. Hope this year 
will be much more fruitful 
and productive for all of 
us. Mitraniketan 
community wishes Happy 
Holidays and New Year to 
all its friends and well-
wishers.  
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Coconut climbing 

Visiting Denmark 

During October and early November 
Mitraniketan People’s College Principal Dr. 
Reghu Rama Das and Coordinator of Eco 
Campus Project Mr.Sabith spent three weeks in 
Denmark. They visited folk schools and 
participated in the International Council Meeting 
of the Association for World Education (AWE) in 
Bisserup. They also attended the review 
meeting of the Eco Campus Project, which has 
Danish funding. Reghu also joined the Friends 
of Mitraniketan Meeting in Aarhus. During the 
visit a Teacher Exchange program is also 
planned with V.U.C., Syd, Haderslev. 

On December 9th to 14th thirty male farmers took a one-week course in coconut 
tree climbing. The Coconut Development Board sponsored this training because of 
the shortage traditional coconut tree climbers in the State. Every student was given 
a set of coconut climbing gear - two metal objects - one for each leg for opposite 
sides of the coconut trunk. By the end of the training students zoomed up and 
down the trees. Farm Science Centre (KVK) administered the program. On 
January 2nd KVK will welcome a second set of coconut climbing trainees - thirty 
women! 
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Printing Press Revival 
Mitraniketan welcomes the return of Mr.Gopi, 
part of the original team, which set up the 
press in the 1960s, has just rejoined after ten 
years away.  Mr.Gopi is managing the 
printing press and developing its business. 
The printer can print black & white and in two 
colors copies.  

Marriage of Sheela  

The Mitraniketan community celebrated the wedding of 
Sheela and Ajay on November 13, 2013.  This 
marriage between two graduates of our community 
brought warm memories to many long-term 
residents.  Sheela was less than a year old, the 
youngest of four orphans brought to Mitraniketan after 
their parents died.  Sheela, the youngest, now 25, lives 
with her husband in Wayanad where he works on FM 
radio - broadcasting news. We wish them great 
happiness. 

The King has died  
At 2 am on Monday, December 16th the maharaja 
(King) of Travancore Marthanda Varma, 92, died of a 
heart attack.  His body was cremated on sandalwood 
later that day - the day of Nelson Mandela’s 
funeral.  Three weeks before, hearing that the 
maharaja was seriously ill Mitraniketan founder, 
Vishwanathan and his wife,Sethu spent a 
pleasurable half hour visiting the maharaja at his 
palace.  They are sad that he has died but glad that 
they visited this kind man near the end of his time.   
 

 
 
TO EASILY SUPPORT MITRANIKETAN 
 
You can donate on-line. Go to  www.give2asia.org/mitraniketan 
 
MItraniketan deeply appreciates every donation and every donor 
 


